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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment 
1 . During telephone conversation with John D. IVIagluyan, Attorney for the 
Applicants, Registration Number 56,687 on March 29, 2006 authorizations for this 
Examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims . 
Please amend the followings: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A data search apparatus for conducting a search of data 
which includes binary data and meta-data from a database in which the data to be 
searched is registered, comprising: 

list display means for selecting a predetermined number of data from the data 
registered in the database, and for displaying a list of information corresponding to the 
selected data; 

meta-data display means for displaying the meta-data contained in the data 
selected from the list; 

setting means for setting the search condition from the meta-data displayed by 
said meta-data display means; 
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execution means for conducting a search of the data registered in the database 
based on the search condition set by said setting means; and 

matching means for prohibiting said list display means from displaying 
information corresponding to data which does not actually exist in the database, and 
deletes the registration of said data from the database, 

wherein said execution means also conducts a search of data which is stored in 
a predetermined logical area and which is not registered in the database, and said 
matching means additionally registers the data in the database^ 

and wherein said list display means displays a list of a search result obtained bv 
the search by said execution means . 

Please cancel claim 7. 

12. (Currently Amended) A data search apparatus according to claim 44 1, 
wherein the add i tiona l reg i strat i on of tho data by said matching means additionally 
registers the data in the database is performed based on the meta-data attached to the 
data. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A data search method for conducting a search of data 
which includes binary data and meta-data, comprising: 

a list display step of selecting a predetermined number of data from the data 
registered in the database, and of displaying a list of information corresponding to the 
selected data; 

a meta-data display step of displaying the meta-data contained in the data 
selected from the list; 

a setting step of setting the search condition from the meta-data displayed in said 
meta-data display step; 

an execution step of conducting a search of the data registered in the database 
based on the search condition set in said setting step; and 

a matching step of prohibiting execution of said list display step from displaying 
infomiation corresponding to data which does not actually exist in the database, and 
deletes the registration of the data, 

wherein said search step also includes conducting a search of data which is 
stored in a predetermined logical area and which is not registered in the database, and 
said matching step additionally i nclud e G regist e ring registers the data in the database^ 

and wherein said list display step includes displaying a list of a search result 
obtained by the search made in said execution step . 

Please cancel claim 19. 
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24. (Currently Amended) A data search method according to claim 2S 13. 
wherein the addit i ona l r e g i strat i on of tho data in said matching step additionally 
registers the data in the database is performed based on the meta-data attached to the 
data. 

25. (Currently Amended) A storage medium for storing a control program to be 
executed by a computer, said control program comprising: 

a list display step of selecting a predetermined number of data from the data 
registered in the database, and of displaying a list of information corresponding to the 
selected data; 

a meta-data display step of displaying the meta-data contained in the data 
selected from the list; 

a setting step of setting the search condition from the meta-data displayed in said 
meta-data display step; 

an execution step of conducting a search of the data registered In the database 
based on the search condition set in said setting step; and 

a matching step of prohibiting execution of said list display step from displaying 
information corresponding to data which does not actually exist in the database, and 
deletes the registration of the data, 

wherein said search step also includes conducting a search of data which is 
stored in a predetermined logical area and which is not registered in the database, and 
said matching step additionally inc l udes reg i st e r i ng registers the data in the database^ 
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and wherein said list display step includes displaying a list of a search result 
obtained by the search made in said execution step . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 - 5, 8 - 10, 12 - 17. 20 - 22, and 24 - 25 (renumbered 1-19) are 
allowed over the prior art of record. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record, (USPN 6,366,909) discloses execution means for 
conducting a search of the data registered in the database based on the search 
condition set by said setting means (column 4, lines 20 - 29) but fail to anticipate or 
render obvious the recited feature "matching means for prohibiting said list display 
means from displaying information corresponding to data which does not actually exist 
in the database, and deletes the registration of said data from the database, 

wherein said execution means also conducts a search of data which is stored in 
a predetermined logical area and which is not registered in the database, and said 
matching means additionally registers the data in the database^ 

and wherein said list display means displays a list of a search result obtained by 
the search by said execution means"; (USPN 5,175,850) discloses list display means 
for displaying a list of information corresponding to the selected data (column 1, lines 65 
- 66) but fail to anticipate or render obvious the recited feature "matching means for 
prohibiting said list display means from displaying information corresponding to data 
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which does not actually exist in the database, and deletes the registration of said data 
from the database, 

wherein said execution means also conducts a search of data which is stored in 
a predetermined logical area and which is not registered in the database, and said 
matching means additionally registers the data in the database" as recited in the 
independent claims. 

The dependent claims, being definite, further limiting, and fully enabled by the 
specification are also allowed. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 571- 
272-4034. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Fred I. Ehichioya 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 

March 30, 2006 ^ 




